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Where was gold first discovered in Georgia?

How were rights taken away from the Cherokee?
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What did Worcester do to stand up for the Cherokee?

What was the ruling in the Worcester v GA case?
How did John Ross try to help the Cherokee?
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Where did the Cherokee sign the treaty giving up their lands?

How did the Cherokee migrate west?

What happened to many of the Cherokee on the journey?
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DAHLONEGA GOLD RUSH

Gold was discovered in Dahlonega in the summer of 1829. In a matter of months, gold fever
swept through the North Georgia mountains. Although the Cherokee knew there was gold in the hills,
the person given credit for the discovery was a farmer named Benjamin Parks. Parks found the valuable
yellow metal while deer hunting in what was then Habersham (now White) County. Auraria, in nearby
Lumpkin County, became the first gold mining center in the United States. Over ten thousand miners
with gold pans, picks, and shovels moved onto Cherokee land.

The Georgia legislature passed a law that placed part of the Cherokee land under state control.
it declared Cherokee laws null and void and would not let the Cherokee speak against white men in
a court of law. This meant any white person could hurt or even kill a Cherokee without much fear of
punishment. A second law, passed on December 19, 1829, refused the Cherokee any right to gold
mined in the Dahlonega area. While the miners searched the mountains and streams for “a spot that
showed good color,” the Cherokee were losing their homes, lands, and legal rights.
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WORCESTER V. GEORGIA, JOHN MARSHALL, AND JOHN ROSS

Most Georgians did not care what ha

L ened to the Indians, but a group of white missionaries
living in Cherokee territory did. To remoy ¢ 3 legis

_ e the missionaries, the Georgia legislature passed a law on
December 22, 1830, that said a white person could not live on Cherokee land without taking an oath
of allegiance to the governor. Eleven people, including the Reverend Samuel Worchester, postmaster
at the Cherokee capital of New Echota, refused to sign the oath. They were jailed in March, 1831.
They were set free but arrested again in July. This time, they were chained and made to walk from
the North Georgia mountains to Lawrenceville. At their trial in September, the jury took only fifteen
minutes to return a verdict of guilty. Gwinnett County Judge Augustin Clayton sentenced the group to
four years at the state penitentiary in Milledgeville. Governor George Gilmer agreed to pardon anyone
who would take an oath of loyalty to the state’ and all but two agreed. Missionaries Worchester
and Elizur Butler took their cases to the U.S. Supreme Court. Chief Justice John Marshall ruled in

Worchester v. Georgia that the decision of the Lawrenceville court could not stand because C herokee
territory was not subject to state law.

The Cherokee thought the ruling meant they could keep their land and government. Chief Justice
Marshall ordered Butler and Worchester set free, but Judge Clayton refused. Georgia’s newly elected

governor, Wilson Lumpkin, would not take a stand against the judge. Even the president refused to
honor the Supreme Court order.

Cherokee lands were divided into lots of 40 and 160 acres. In 1832, the government held a state
lottery to give the Cherokee lands to white men. Even then, the Cherokee refused to leave their home.

On January 9, 1833, Worchester and Butler gave up and told Governor Lumpkin that they would
“abandon litigation.” (Litigation is a legal court action.) The governor pardoned them and then said
the two missionaries must leave the state and never return.

More and rriore, the Cherokee were run off their lands, whipped, and even killed. Chief John Ross
made several trips to Washington 1o ask Congress for help. He wanted the Cherokee protected and
the terms of past treaties honored. No help was given. Tirne was running out for the Cherokee Nation.
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Trail of Tears
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oecember 1835, the Cherokee were told to come to New Echota. There they were to sign

'y gving up all Cherokee land that remained in the Southeast. Any member of the tribe who

t come was considered to have agreed with the treaty. Three to five hundred Cherokee out of
seventeen thousand were at the meeting.

er Major Ridge, his son John, and a small number of others agreed to sign the

ty. The treaty said the Cherokee would move west, and Georgia would give them a
food for the trip.

i 1 W
(]

A Q

8

(]
Al
O
)
)
‘
N
[VANS]

f
v (]
‘'

Al
D

[4¥]
al
)
(18]
b]

),

W O
00

3
o’ ()
)

o)
= Q
[17]

o
Cown o

00

» 300Ut two thousand Cherokee had gone. General Winfield Scott was ordered to
fifteen thousand or more Cherokee who refused to leave their home. In May 1838, Scott
rly seven thousand troops arrived in New Echota. The troops first built stockades to house the

Then they went into homes and community buildings and forcibly moved the Cherokee
‘ockades. Hundreds of men, women, and children died of cholera, dysentery, and fever while
“0cxaces. During the summer of 1838, the army loaded several thousand Cherokee onto

and sent them on the Tennessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas rivers to their new homes.
were airty, and the food the government gave them was often not fit to eat. By the time
>

arm

rrved in Indian Territory, nearly one-third of the group had died.
erokee escaped and hid in the North Carolina mountains. The re
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of Ch | known, but about four thousand of
S &G while they were in prison before they left or during the march west.

nt Martin Van Buren, in his December 1838 address to Congress, said, “the measures of

val nave had the happiest effect . . . the Cherokees have emigrated (moved out) without

abparent reluctance.” Today, we can only imagine the fear, despair, and hurt felt by those who had to

=2+ e land of the “principal people.” The Cherokee called the move to Indian Territory “ ANuna-

=" suny. " which means “the trail where they cried.” To this day, the move is sadly remembered as
of Tears.




