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1. What were the names of the three Georgians who signed the Declaration of Independence?

2. In what year was the Declaration signed?
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1. What battle did Austin Dabney become a war hero?

2. What happened to Dabney after the war?
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BUTTON GWINNETT, LYMAN HALL, GEORGE WALTON

The Declaration of Independence was officially signed on August 2, 1776. The names of three
Georgians — Lyman Hall, George Walton, and Button Gwinnett — appeared on the left side of the
document, right below the signature of John Hancock. But it was over a month before Georgians
found out how their representatives had voted or even what the Declaration said.

George Walton, at age twenty-six, was the youngest signer of the Declaration of Independence.
An autograph of Button Gwinnett is one of the most sought-after collector's autographs in the world
foday, it'is valued at over $250,000.
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AUSTIN DABNEY

One of the men who followed Colonel Clarke at Kettle Creek was 3 Revolutionary War hero
named Austin Dabney. Dabney was a freeborn mulatto, a child of mixed parentage. He arrived in -
Georgia just before the war with a man named Richard Aycock. Aycock, 3 white North Carolinian, 4@
not known for his bravery. Instead of joining the Georgia militia himself, Aycock proposed that Aust
Dabney take his place. After much discussion, some of which centered on whether he was freeborn
or aslave, Dabney was accepted. He proved to be a good soldier at Kettle Creek and was wounded in
action. A family named Harris cared for him while his wounds healed.
After the Revolutionary Wear, veterans were given plots of land as partial payment for their military
service. Many did not want Dabney to get his veteran’s share of land. However, Governor George
Gilmer and some members of the Georgia legislature praised Dabney as 2 patriot. After months of
debate, Dabney received a valuable piece of land in Madison County. When he moved to his new
lhome, he took the Harris family with him. Together, they made the property profitable. Austin Dabney

died in 1834, fifty-five years after the Battle of Kettle Creek.
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